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Deo", at the crisis when a constitutional
amendment abolished slavery:

It is done!

Clang of bell and roar of gun
Send the tidings up and down.

But soon, to quote his own self -delineation,
the

. . . dreamer born
Who, with a mission to fulfill,
Had left the Muses' haunts to turn
The crank of an opinion mill;
Making his rustic reed of song
A weapon in the war with wrong,

returned to dearer themes. He sang New Eng-
land, past and present, attaining a noble ex-
pression of his poetic power in his idyl Snow
Bound

"Wliittier's rusticity and his consecration to
the cause of abolition blurred his achievement
as a poet. In metrical range he was narrow;
he was guilty of sentimentality, melodrama,
prolixity, and even doubtful syntax. Save
for a few perfervid lyrics ("Massachusetts
to Virginia'* or "Ichabod") his humanitarian
and patriotic verse was trivial. Yet his im-
perviousness to changing winds of culture,
which helped to squander the talents of
Lowell, lent him an especial concentration
upon two or three moods. One of these re-
flects the religious temper of his people. No
one has ever arrested the inner peace of the
Quaker faith more tenderly than Whittier in